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Find out here about: 

•  our proposals for Euston; 
• 	� a brief history and description of the existing Euston station; 
• 	� how the new station would be built; 
• 	� the benefits of the redevelopment of Euston Station and how we would 

maximise them; and 
• 	� how we would address the possible effects on the Euston area. 

What is proposed at Euston? 

Our long term vision is for Euston Station to 
provide the principal rail gateway to the north-
west and north-east of England and Scotland. 
A new modern station would provide a high 
quality, user-friendly terminus for the proposed 
new high speed and existing railway services, 
and would be designed to maximise 
regeneration in this part of the London Borough 
of Camden. 

The 1960s buildings that make up the current 
Euston Station are not generally thought of as 
very attractive. Nor does the current layout 
provide as much platform space as it might. As 
a result, Network Rail has recently been 
exploring options for redeveloping the station. 

As part of our proposals for HS2 (London to 
West Midlands) the station would be 
redeveloped into a more attractive bright 
modern station. It would also be easier to enter 
it from different directions, which would also 
allow pedestrians to get easily from the Regents 

Park area to the west of the station to Somers 
Town to the east. The new station would also 
be wider and longer than the existing one. 
Improvements would be made to connections 
with the Underground, buses and taxis and for 
those cycling through the area. 

Euston station today 
Euston station was originally built in 1835. It 
was expanded over time, creating platforms of 
different widths and lengths. It was rebuilt in the 
1960s, when the old buildings were replaced 
and extended. 

Today, there are 18 platforms of varying length 
and width, with a concourse/retail area 
immediately south of the platforms. 

The Victoria and Northern Line Underground 
services serve the station. The Circle, 
Hammersmith and City, and Metropolitan lines 
are accessible from the nearby Euston Square 
station. 

Immediately in front of the station is a square 
with additional shops, some high rise office 
accommodation, a bus station and Euston 
Square Gardens. 
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Our proposals for Euston 
We would rebuild Euston station to provide 10 
high speed train platforms, 12 standard train 
platforms and 2 further platforms which could 
be used for either type of train. To do this we 
would need to widen the current station to the 
west as far as Cobourg Street and lengthen the 
station site to the south to allow for the longer 
high speed trains. 

The footprint of the redeveloped Euston 
Station 

Source: HS2 Ltd 

Access to the new station would be from the 
south front (directly from Euston Square 
Gardens) and from both east and west sides. 

The new platforms would be located below 
ground and then covered over. 

A new Underground ticket hall, four times larger 
than the current one, would be provided to 

cater for the increased passenger numbers. 
Direct access to Euston Square station would 
be provided for the first time. 

New taxi rank and bus facilities would be 
provided. 

A visualisation of the front of Euston 
Station 

Source: HS2 Ltd 

How it would be built 
Construction of the entire station would take 
seven to eight years, with a likely start date of 
2017. However, this would be undertaken in 
stages so that works on each section of the 
station site should not last longer than three 
years. The western side of the new station 
would be built first and then brought into 
service. We envisage this would allow the 
existing train services to continue throughout 
construction. 

The works would be organised to maximise the 
use of rail to supply new materials and remove 
spoil and waste. We would work with local 
residents, businesses and Camden Council to 
devise construction methods that minimise the 
impact during the works. 



Benefits of the redevelopment of 
Euston Station and how we would 
maximise them 

The redevelopment of Euston Station would 
present a major opportunity for the regeneration 
of the Euston area. Residential and business 
premises, new streets, public spaces and 
community facilities could be created above the 
new platforms. 

These streets would allow direct pedestrian 
access from Melton Street to Eversholt Street 
for the first time since the current station was 
built, linking the Regent’s Park area with 
Somers Town. 

The travelling public would experience less 
crowding and improved connections between 
rail, bus and taxi services. Attractive routes for 
walking and cycling through the local area 
could be created. 

The opportunity would also be taken to improve 
existing connections on the tube network in the 
area, linking the lines which currently stop 
separately at Euston and Euston Square 
underground stations. 

Our estimates suggest that the redevelopment 
of Euston could contribute to the creation of 
2,000 new jobs as part of a comprehensive 
planning and development approach to the 
area. 

The opportunities from developing Euston are 
recognised in the Mayor’s London Plan, which 
identifies Euston as an Opportunity Area, one of 
London’s major strategic development 
priorities, with the potential to generate 1,000 
new homes and 5,000 new jobs. The London 
Borough of Camden also identifies the area for 
growth. 

The proposed new Euston station would be 
planned and designed to fit in with these plans, 

providing a catalyst for wider development and 
improvement of the area 

Addressing effects on the Euston 
area 

Increasing the size of the station to 
accommodate HS2 services would have some 
negative effects on the local area. The main 
local effects and the steps we would take to 
address them are set out below: 

•	� we recognise the scale of the disruption the 
proposals would cause to local people. The 
plans potentially involve the demolition of 
190 dwellings in four blocks of flats on the 
Regents Park Estate, and around 25 more 
dwellings in the surrounding streets; 

• 	� If the project goes ahead we will work 
closely with community representatives, the 
London Borough of Camden and the 
Greater London Authority. A first priority 
would be to ensure that local residents are 
rehoused and that demolished properties 
are replaced with new high quality social 
housing; 

• 	� we would focus on minimising the effects on 
historical sites around the proposed new 
station. It would probably be necessary to 
demolish, or possibly in some cases move, 
six Grade II listed structures. It would also 
mean the loss of a large part of St James 
Gardens, although new green open space 
could be created over the new station. 
However, we would carefully protect the 
Grade II* listed 194a Euston Road, as well 
as Euston Square Gardens; and 

•	� a key element of planning would be to 
ensure that potential effects of construction 
on the local community, businesses and the 
travelling public are minimised through 
careful phasing and strict management, as 
the station is being built. 
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If you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations. 
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