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Find out here about how the recommended route could be connected to the 
existing UK high speed line to mainland Europe, including: 

•	 the travel opportunities created by linking the two high speed lines; 
•	 the proposed link for joining the two lines; and 
•	 other proposals considered. 

an international link 

The UK presently has one high speed railway 
line, High Speed 1 (HS1), running from London 
to the Channel Tunnel. Since opening, Eurostar 
services to Paris and Brussels have carried 
more than 100 million passengers while the 
number of air passengers has fallen by more 
than half, but passengers living outside London 
who wish to travel by train to Europe have to 
travel into London first and change trains. 

We propose building a short link to connect the 
proposed new HS2 line to the existing HS1 line. 
This could allow direct travel between, for 
example, Birmingham and Manchester to 
Europe. The high speed trains would offer 
comfortable, convenient journeys between city 
centres which could offer comparable overall 
journey times to flying. There would be no need 
to change trains, nor would passengers have to 
check in many hours before departing. We also 
propose making Old Oak Common an 
international station; this could provide a better 
option than St Pancras for those living west of 
London, and who otherwise might fly from 
Heathrow. It could also act as a “collecting

point” for HS2 passengers from a number of 
cities to board international services without 
having to change stations. 

Travelling by rail rather than plane produces 
lower carbon emissions. 

Our passenger number forecasts show that a 
single track tunnel would be more than 
sufficient to meet predicted demand, allowing 
three trains in each direction per hour, each 
carrying up to 1,000 people. 

Our proposal for a link 

the proposed hS1 link runs alongside the 
main hS2 route between Old Oak common 
and camden 

Source: © Crown copyright and database right 2010. All rights 
reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 0100049189 
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We propose building a single track tunnel from 
our recommended new station at Old Oak 
Common, to the area of railway land by the 
Primrose Hill disused station. Trains would then 
pass along the existing North London Line 
through Camden Road station to join an 
existing track connecting to HS1. 

The existing tracks through Camden Road 
station are on a viaduct. Work would be 
required to move one track apart from others 
to allow the larger European size trains to run 
along the viaduct. 

We would work closely with Network Rail to 
minimise any local disruption during 
construction, as far as possible. 

the link to hS1 uses the existing camden 
Viaduct through the camden Market area 

Source: HS2 Ltd 

We will continue to work with Transport for 
London, who operate the existing train service 
on the railway line through Camden Road 
station, to consider how the proposed 
additional services could best be timetabled to 
avoid impacts on local rail services. We will also 
work with the relevant agencies to ensure that 
appropriate security and border controls are 
considered in preparing for station operation. 

Other proposals considered 

We considered building a tunnel for the entire 
length to avoid travelling over the existing 
railway lines. However, because HS1 is located 
on an embankment above ground, we could 
not connect to it from our underground tunnel 
without a long ramp between the two. 
This ramp would be at ground level through 
Camden, effectively placing a barrier across 
all roads running north to south. We did not 
consider this a viable option. 

We also considered trying to use the existing 
West Coast Main Line railway between 
Willesden and Primrose Hill. The work 
necessary to enlarge the existing tunnels would 
be the same price as our recommended option 
and hugely disruptive to the existing train 
services, as well as offering a slower final 
journey. 

if you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations. 
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