
Find out here about an alternative route for HS2 (London to West Midlands) 
that we looked at when developing options including:

• a description of this alternative route via Heathrow; and
• key factors considered for this route.
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The Line of Route in Detail

This route would follow the same alignment as 
the proposed route from Euston to Old Oak 
Common (regardless of whether an interchange 
was provided there). From there it would head 
to a new station in the Heathrow area in a 
continuous tunnel for more than 10 miles. 
Leaving Heathrow it would pass under the M25 
in tunnel and turn north, surfacing towards the 
broad corridor of the M40 near Gerrards Cross. 
It would then cross Langley country park on the 
surface and pass close to the village of Fulmer 
on a low viaduct across the Aldebourne stream.

Past Fulmer, the route would enter a further 
tunnel of around seven and a half miles under 
the western edge of Beaconsfield and then 
High Wycombe, surfacing in the Chilterns Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to the 
north of Bradenham Village. The route would 
then continue north past Princes Risborough 
on its western edge before leaving the AONB.  
In common with Route 2.5 it would then head 
north to rejoin the proposed route and the 
former Great Central corridor south of Brackley.  

Alternative “Route 1.5” through Heathrow

Source: Arup

Key factors considered

Strategic Fit
This route would deliver a direct service to 
Heathrow Airport but, in doing so, would 
provide longer journey times for travellers to 
and from London.

Cost
This route would be around £3 billion to 
£4 billion (including risk) more expensive to 
construct than the proposed route.  
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Demand
Journey times between London and 
Birmingham would be around three to four 
minutes longer than for the proposed route for 
trains not stopping at Heathrow. For services 
stopping at Heathrow, journey times would be 
eight minutes longer.

Sustainability
This option was developed later than the other 
alternatives and a detailed Appraisal of 
Sustainability was not carried out. However, the 
route would have the same impacts as the 
proposed route between Euston and Old Oak 
Common and from Brackley to the West 
Midlands as it would follow the same alignment. 
The extent of tunnelling in the London area 
would mean that fewer people would be at risk 
of noise impacts. The route would pass through 
the Chilterns AONB for two and a half miles at 
surface level as well as passing directly through 
the Grade II Registered Langley Park country 
park and Black Park country park.

If you would like more detail on 
this topic

Please visit our website –  
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations.
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