
 

 
 
 
 

     
     

      
     
    
     
    

    

 

        
    

       
       
        

       
      

     
       

         

ENVIRONMENT 

High Speed Rail Consultation 

HS2’s  Appraisal  of 
Sustainability 

Find out about our approach to sustainability, how it influenced route design 
and what we plan to do next, including: 

•	� what the sustainability issues for the first phase of HS2 (London to West 
Midlands) are; 

•	� why we carried out an Appraisal of Sustainability (AoS); 
•	� how we carried out the AoS; 
•	� how the AoS has influenced the choice of the recommended route; and 
•	� what HS2 Ltd is proposing to do following consultation. 

The full AoS, including a non-technical summary, is available on the 
consultation website (http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/). 

What are the sustainability issues 
for HS2? 

Sustainable development is about achieving a 
strong stable economy while living within 
environmental limits and ensuring a strong and 
just society. Sustainability includes anything in 
our proposal affecting economic development 
and job opportunities, effects on communities 
and environmental considerations like landscape, 
natural environment and climate change. 

Why has HS2 Ltd carried out 
an AoS?  

Our aim was to consider and compare the 
various route options for the first phase of HS2 
(London to West Midlands) in terms of their 
effect on sustainable development and to look 
at these alongside wider transport and 
economic objectives, operational requirements 

and cost and practicality. We believe that the 
route we are proposing strikes the best balance 
between these considerations. 

The results of the AoS set out the overall 
sustainability performance of the recommended 
route. It reflects the considerable body of work 
that has been done in developing the proposed 
route for consultation. The level of local detail will 
be further refined alongside the next stage of 
route engineering design, as part of preparation 
of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
necessary to accompany a Hybrid Bill, if a 
decision is taken to go forward to the next stage. 

How did we carry out the AoS? 
Our methodology was developed in 
consultation with a range of Statutory 
Authorities including the Environment Agency 
and Natural England. Our methodology in 
carrying out the AoS was consistent with the 
principles of Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and drew on best practice from 
other major projects such as the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link. 

http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk
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As a framework we used the Government’s four 
sustainable development priorities: 

1)  T o reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
combat climate change. Issues examined 
were: 

•	� resilience to climate change 

•	� low carbon economy 

2)  T o protect natural and cultural resources and 
enhance the environment. Issues examined 
were: 

•	� water 

• 	� wildlife and biodiversity 

• 	� landscape, townscape and cultural 

heritage
�

3)  T o create sustainable communities. Issues 
examined were: 

• 	� air quality 

• 	� accessibility 

• 	� noise and vibration 

•	� health and well-being 

• 	� community effects 

• 	� economic prosperity and welfare 

4)  T o achieve sustainable consumption and 
production. Issues examined were: 

•	� land use change 

•	� material and resource use and waste 
production 

What is HS2 Ltd proposing to do 
following consultation? 

If the Government decides to go ahead with 
HS2 (London to West Midlands), we would 
undertake an EIA in accordance with European 
Legislation. The EIA would go further than the 
AoS, using site surveys for example to 
determine the operational and construction 
effects of the proposals that would for example 
include a more detailed assessment of noise 
levels and local wildlife. This would help us 
understand the impacts fully and determine 
options for further mitigation. We would consult 
with key organisations on the scope of the EIA, 
and with local communities on the effects and 
possible mitigation measures. 

If you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations. 
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