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High Speed Rail Consultation 

In  Your  Area  2:  

North  Acton  to  Northolt
�

Find out here about: 

•  what is proposed between North Acton and Northolt; 
•  what this means for people living in and around North Acton and Northolt; 
•  what would happen during construction; and 
•  possible additional benefits for the local area. 

What is proposed between 
North Acton to Northolt  

After leaving Old Oak Common Station, the 
proposed route would pass through a short 
tunnel, emerging to the west of Acton 
Cemetery. It would then follow the existing rail 
line between Park Royal and Northolt Junction, 
keeping as close to the existing railway as 
possible, and replacing two existing, but rarely 
used, conventional tracks with high speed lines. 
West of Hanger Lane, the proposed route 
would pass over the River Brent on a new 
viaduct. Through Perivale it would be to the 
north of, and largely at the same height as, the 
existing rail lines, mostly on embankment. 

Passing through Greenford, the proposed route 
would cross the Grand Union Canal on a new 
bridge. At Northolt Junction, where the existing 
Chiltern Railway line joins our proposed 
corridor, we would lower the proposed high 
speed track in order to allow the Chiltern Line 
to pass over the top. Both the high speed track 
and the Chiltern Line would then return to the 
level of the existing railway tracks in the area of 

Long Drive. Just beyond Northolt station the 
route allows for a junction so that a branch 
connection to Heathrow airport could be 
constructed in the future. 

What this means for people living 
in and around North Acton and 
Northolt 

Tunnels 
The proposed tunnel from Old Oak Common 
station would run from the west end of the 
station until it reaches the surface to the west 
of Acton Cemetery. This section of tunnel is 
mostly beneath an industrial area, but, for a 
short length immediately to the west of the 
proposed Old Oak Common station, the 
tunnels pass around 15m below a group of 
residential properties. 

Property and Land 
For much of its length the existing railway 
corridor is bounded by residential and light 
industrial or commercial properties. While we 
have kept the amount of land needed to a 
minimum, we expect that 5 homes may need to 
be demolished. The properties are generally 
scattered along the route. 
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Additionally, a number of properties could be at 
risk of having some land taken, generally where 
their gardens back on to existing rail tracks 
although it may prove that many of these are 
not affected after all. It is possible that at least 
some of the group of around 25 properties 
which the tunnel passes under immediately to 
the west of Old Oak Common Station would 
not be habitable whilst the tunnel was being 
built, or conceivably once the line is open. 
However, if a decision is taken to go ahead with 
building the route we will do detailed design 
work to see if we can avoid affecting these 
properties in this way. All properties above the 
tunnel would in any case be independently 
surveyed before and after construction. 

More generally, if a decision is taken to go 
ahead with the high speed line, we will carry out 
more detailed design of the route, including 
considering the greater use of retaining walls, 
which would reduce the amount of land 
required to build the line. 

Where the Government needs to compulsorily 
purchase and demolish individual properties we 
do not expect this to happen before 2015, and 
later than that in a large majority of cases. 
Where homes would need to be demolished 
owners would be fully compensated. Equally, 
where businesses would be affected they 
would be eligible for compensation. See 
factsheet “Arrangements for Dealing with 
Property Blight” for more details. 

The effects of noise from HS2 in this area are 
illustrated on the map at the end of this note. 
HS2 trains would be travelling at no more than 
160 mph in this section, which would limit noise 
effects. The corridor already experiences 
significant noise from existing mainline, 
underground and freight services. Mitigation 
provided for HS2 would reduce these existing 
sources, and could even offer the opportunity 
of an improvement in the noise environment. 

Where the Chiltern line would be raised over 
the HS2 tracks at Northolt Junction, we would 
provide for effective noise barriers. 

Water 
The proposed route crosses the River Brent 
and the Grand Union Canal. If the route was to 
be built, it would be designed and constructed 
in such a way as to keep any effects on these 
waterways and their users to a minimum. We 
would discuss with British Waterways and the 
Environment Agency the best way of doing this. 

Wildlife and Habitats 
The proposed route would pass close to 
Perivale Woods, a local nature reserve. If the 
proposed route was built, we would minimise 
any effect on this area when we carried out 
more detailed designs. 

Where the proposed route crosses the Grand 
Union Canal and River Brent, we will take care 
to protect wildlife in the area during 
construction. Following construction we would 
restore the riverside habitats in these locations. 



 

 

What would happen during 
construction? 

The fact that the proposed route runs alongside 
existing rail lines in this area would help 
minimise the amount of disruption caused by 
construction. 

Following consultation with local authorities and 
other key authorities, we would put in place 
contractually binding conditions covering all 
aspects of construction to regulate how works 
are conducted at each site. 

The effects of construction, for example dust, 
noise or traffic disruption, would be minimised 
through a combination of careful design, 
working with the local community and close 
management of the construction process. 
These conditions might be implemented, for 
example, through Codes of Construction 
Practice, relevant Environmental Management 
Plans or Traffic and Transport Management 
Plans. 

Along the route several existing rail bridges over 
roads would need to be widened, largely as a 
result of widening the existing rail corridor. 

For instance, at the Hanger Lane gyratory 
system the eastern road bridge would need to 
be rebuilt, which might require the installation of 
a temporary overbridge. It would also be 
necessary to replace A312 Mandeville Road 
bridge at Northolt station and the Eastcote 
Lane road bridge over the rail tracks. 

These would be likely to cause some traffic 
disruption, especially at the Hanger Lane 
gyratory system. However we would draw up 
traffic management plans which we would 
agree with the relevant local council and the 
police before work begins in order to keep 
disruption to a practical minimum. 

The tunnel from Old Oak Common station to 
the west of Acton cemetery would be built 
entirely from below ground. We would use 
tunnel boring machines to minimise ground 
settlement and hand tools for the cross 
passages. 

Excavations would commence from the Old 
Oak Common Station box with work then 
proceeding towards North Acton. We would 
establish a construction site on the existing 
Old Oak Common railway sidings containing 
staff offices, storage for materials and 
apparatus to remove the earth dug from the 
tunnels. We would work with local residents, 
businesses and councils to devise construction 
methodologies that minimise the impact during 
construction. 

Possible additional local benefits 

The interchange at Old Oak Common would 
support regeneration and growth both 
immediately adjacent to the site and in the 
wider area. It would act as a catalyst to 
transform the existing industrial area and 
surrounding neighbourhoods, providing new 
housing and major employment opportunities. 
Current estimates suggest that HS2 has the 
potential to contribute to the creation of 20,000 
jobs in the Old Oak Common area. 

If you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and supporting 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands, 
images and visualisations. 

http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk


Noise Impact Key 

Areas where dwellings are within HS2 Noise Appraisal Criteria with Additional Indicative Mitigation 

High HS2 Noise Levels 

Within the areas which could qualify for noise insulation we have also identified locations which could be 
exposed to “high” average noise levels i.e. greater than or equal to 73dBLAeq18hr. This is the level taken from 
the Environmental Noise Regs. 

Noise Insulation (NIRR) 

Areas which could have a requirement for noise insulation (based on regulations) where façade noise levels 
are more than 68dBLAeq,18hr with a 1dB increase or more. 

Noticeable Noise Increase 

Areas which could have a noticeable change in average daytime railway noise levels where the predicted 
noise level is more than 50dBLAeq,18hr and there has been a 3dB increase or more. 

North Acton to Northolt 
The map gives an indication of the properties that would experience noise once the 
proposed HS2 services are operating, based on our noise modelling. 

HS2 would run alongside this existing busy railway corridor. Noise barriers that would be 
provided to minimise noise effects of HS2 services would also help reduce the existing rail 
noise and could even offer the opportunity of an improvement in the noise environment 
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