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Find out here about the potential impact of the proposed HS2 (London to 
West Midlands) route upon the local road network, including: 

•	 a description of how HS2 (London to West Midlands) would affect the 
local road network; and 

•	 how construction traffic would affect local roads. 

How HS2 (London to West 
Midlands) would affect the local 
road network 

Given that the route is around 140 miles long, 
there are a number of roads which the route 
would cross. To avoid safety risk we have 
ensured that there would be no level crossings. 
The proposed HS2 (London to West Midlands) 
route has been designed to pass over or under 
most of these roads. We would need to build 
bridges to either carry the railway over the 
existing road or to allow the railway to pass 
underneath the road. 

Example of a road bridge passing over the 
High Speed 1 railway line 

Source: © Brian Stephenson 

In a few areas, the proposed railway and road 
may be at the same height. In these instances, 
we would propose a short diversion of the road 
to pass either over or under the railway. We 
would divert the road rather than the railway 
because vehicles can climb steeper hills and 
turn sharper bends than a high speed train, 
thereby minimising the length of diversion. 

We would endeavour to ensure that, during our 
works, disruption would be kept to a minimum 
with suitable diversions and traffic 
management. Wherever possible, we would 
build the new bridge alongside the existing road 
– keeping the existing road open. We would 
then transfer the traffic to the new bridge upon 
completion. 

Typical high speed railway bridge over a 
road 

Source: © Copyright David Anstiss and licensed for reuse 
under this Creative Commons Licence. 
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How construction traffic would 
affect local roads 

Our intention would be to minimise the use of 
local roads during construction. We expect to 
create a construction road along the proposed 
railway line to be used, wherever possible, 
instead of local roads. As the scheme is 
developed in detail, we would work closely with 
highway authorities to minimise disruption to 
local users. 

Inevitably, a project of this scale would have 
some impact on local road traffic during 
construction. However, our aim would be to 
minimise the effect by only using roads of a 
suitable width and those capable of taking the 
traffic. In some instances, this might require 
local road improvements. 

Such potential alterations would comply with 
UK standards and, in many cases, would 
remove existing deficiencies and provide a safer 
road. We would work closely with the 
community and local highways authority as part 
of the detailed design process of any road 
diversions required. 

Maintaining Rights of Way 

We would seek to maintain all existing rights of 
way through the design of HS2. In some areas 
we have already designed green-tunnels to 
maintain access across the line. Elsewhere, as 
part of the detailed design process, we would 
work with local people and councils to identify 
the best way of maintaining rights of way. We 
would seek to do this with as little disruption 
possible, for example, by constructing bridges 
over cuttings or underpasses through 
embankments. 

If you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – to read the 
“High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s Future 
– Consultation” and all the documentation 
published alongside it, including detailed maps 
of the proposed route between London and the 
West Midlands, images and visualisations. 
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