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What is proposed in Wendover 
and the surrounding area

After emerging from the “green” – or cut and 
cover – tunnel near South Heath, the route runs 
in cutting until it crosses the Wendover Dean 
valley on a 500m long viaduct. It then crosses 
over the A413 and the existing railway on a 
500m long viaduct. West of Wendover, the 
scheme passes through a 300m green tunnel. 
After Wendover, the line would pass on to 
embankment for the remainder of this section 
of the route until it approaches the south-
eastern outskirts of Stoke Mandeville where it 
spans the flood plain on a 600 metre long 
viaduct at a height of between 4 to 6 metres.

What this means for people living 
in and around Wendover

Property and land
We expect that seven homes would probably 
need to be demolished in this area, six of which 
would probably be just to the west of 
Wendover. A small number of further properties 
could be at risk of having some land taken, 
although once detailed design is carried out it 
may prove that many of these are not affected.

Where the Government needs to compulsorily 
purchase and demolish individual properties we 
do not expect this to happen before 2015, and 
later than that in the majority of cases. Where 
homes would need to be demolished owners 
would be fully compensated. Equally, where 
businesses would be affected they would be 
eligible for compensation. See factsheet: 
“Arrangements for Dealing with Property Blight” 
for more details.

The proposed green tunnel at Wendover
The green tunnel to the west of Wendover 
would be around 300 metres long and would 
pass under Ellesborough Road. Green tunnels 
differ from bored tunnels. The former are built 
from the surface downwards, whereas bored 
tunnels are built from below the ground.

A typical green tunnel
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We would expect the green tunnel would take 
1–2 years to build. We would dig the cutting, 
build a tunnel within it and then cover it over 
with earth. We would aim to minimise the 
construction traffic movements and seek to use 
the earth dug from the trench to cover the 
tunnel and provide landscaped earthworks to 
screen further the new railway.

We do not expect that there would be any 
noticeable vibration effects for residents in the 
vicinity of the tunnel.

Noise
Apart from a short section of green tunnel on 
the south western edge of Wendover the route 
is on the surface or viaduct past Wendover. We 
would incorporate noise barriers or earth bunds 
to minimise the effects of noise, and as a result 
the households which are predicted to 
experience a perceptible increase in noise are 
located in the areas marked in grey on the 
noise map in this factsheet. In most cases 
these would lie in close proximity to the 
proposed route and within close proximity to 
the current A413 and Chiltern Railway corridor. 
Our assessment to date has not been able to 
take full account of these existing noise 
sources, and is likely to overstate the effects 
at this stage.

Households in a small number of areas – 
indicated in yellow on the noise maps – are 
predicted to experience a noise increase that 
would qualify for noise insulation as described 
in the current Railway Noise Insulation 
Regulations (NIRR). If the project is taken 
forward we would carry out more detailed noise 
assessments and consideration of noise 
mitigation to see whether these potential effects 
could be reduced or avoided.

Landscape and townscape
Much of the first part of this section of the route 
would be in deep cutting, largely hidden from 
view. The viaducts would be designed 

sensitively to fit in with the local landscape. 
Approaching Wendover from the south, the 
route runs close to both the A413 and the 
existing Chiltern Railways transport corridor.

The green tunnel would be designed to protect 
views to and from Wendover although the route 
might be seen from the edge of some 
settlements. We would look to reduce these 
visual impacts through tree planting and would 
undertake this approach in consultation with 
relevant authorities and local people.

Wildlife and habitats
There could be a limited effect on a small 
number of locally important sites, largely in 
relation to loss of woodland habitat such as 
Jones’ Hill Wood. To offset this, we would 
expect to carry out extensive planting of new 
trees and woodland areas. The new railway 
would also provide scope for a green corridor 
of landscaped earthworks and planting 
alongside the route.

Heritage
The route would have an impact on one 
nationally protected site. The Iron Age bank 
known as Grim’s Ditch would be crossed at its 
northern end by the route, which would be in 
cutting at that point. We would work closely 
with the County Archaeologist and English 
Heritage to determine how best to meet the 
needs for archaeological surveys and recording 
in advance of physical works.

Transport networks and access
Traffic using Ellesborough Road and Bacombe 
Lane would need to follow a new route via the 
A413 roundabout south of Wendover. The 
lower part of Ellesborough Road would be 
pedestrianised after construction and would 
remain open to non motorised traffic in and out 
of Wendover.



Any effect on cycle routes and footpaths and 
any necessary diversions would be addressed 
as more detailed planning is done. Wherever 
possible, paths would be reinstated or 
alternatives provided to ensure continued public 
access.

What would happen during 
construction?

We expect that the green tunnel at Wendover 
would take 1–2 years and the viaduct 2–3 years 
to construct.

Following consultation with local authorities and 
other key authorities, we would put in place 
contractually binding conditions covering all 
aspects of construction to regulate how works 
are conducted at each site.

The effects of construction, for example dust, 
noise or traffic disruption, would be minimised 
through a combination of careful design, 
working with the local community and close 
management of the construction process. 
These conditions might be implemented, for 
example, through Codes of Construction 
Practice, relevant Environmental Management 
Plans or Traffic and Transport Management 
Plans.

If you would like more detail on 
this topic…

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations.

http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/
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Noise Impact Key

The map gives an indication of the properties that would experience noise once the proposed HS2 services are 
operating, based on our noise modelling, and assuming mitigation in place.

Noticeable Noise Increase

Areas which could have a perceptible change in average daytime railway noise levels where the predicted 
noise level is more than 50dBLAeq,18hr and there has been a 3dB increase or more.

Noise Insulation (NIRR)

Areas which could have a requirement for noise insulation (based on regulations) where façade noise levels 
are more than 68dBLAeq,18hr with a 1dB increase or more.

High HS2 Noise Levels

Within the areas which could qualify for noise insulation we have also identified locations which could be 
exposed to “high” average noise levels i.e. greater than or equal to 73dBLAeq,18hr. This is the level taken from 
the Environmental Noise Regulations.
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