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Wildlife  and  Habitats
�

Find out here about how we researched the potential effects of HS2 (London 
to West Midlands) on wildlife and habitats, and how we would address them, 
including: 

•	� protecting wildlife and habitats through the design of HS2 (London to 
West Midlands); 

•  the remaining effects; and 
•  our planning to reduce these effects. 

Protecting wildlife and habitats 

In proposing a route for HS2 (London to West 
Midlands) it has been our aim to avoid 
protected sites. Where such sites could not be 
avoided we have proposed mitigation aimed at 
minimising any potential effects. We have also 
sought to minimise disturbance to birds and 
large areas of open water and have designed 
bridges to reduce effects on river wildlife and 
river banks. 

Remaining effects 

The proposed route would not affect any sites 
of international importance. However, it would 
affect parts of three nationally important sites, 
all of them areas of special scientific interest 
(SSSIs). The sites are: 

•	� Mid Colne Valley – the proposed route 
crosses the southern and western-most 
part on a viaduct, but we would aim to limit 
effects on the area (specifically open water 
habitats) by sensitive design. 

•	� Sheephouse Wood SSSI, south of 
Steeple Claydon – the proposed route is 
within 5 metres of the site but, since it is 
next to an existing rail line and along the site 
edge, loss to the habitat would be limited. 

•	� Helmdon disused railway SSSI, near 
Brackley – the proposed route would cut 
across the southern end of the site through 
a cutting (a man-made trough). The site is 
currently not in good condition and 
construction of a new line may enable it to 
be improved. 

Planning to reduce these effects 

If the HS2 (London to West London) project 
goes ahead, at the detailed design stage we 
would look at ways to avoid or reduce impacts 
on regional and locally protected sites such as 
ancient woodland which might be affected. 
We would also look further to reduce the effects 
on wildlife and habitats. Some options include: 

•	� providing green corridors both along and 
across the proposed line to link habitats; 

•	� protecting or moving areas of important 
habitat and creating new habitats; 



• 	� reducing disturbance, for example by 
avoiding breeding seasons during 
construction; 

• 	� planning construction work in a way which 
avoids damage to habitats; and 

• 	� working with local wildlife groups to help 
boost biodiversity next to the route. 

HS2 (London to West Midlands) would also 
present an opportunity to reinforce and 
enhance the natural environment. It could 
provide a green corridor to be colonised by 
plants and animals, and could link with and 
form connections between habitats. Ecological 
mitigation of HS1, for example, included 
creation of some 230 hectares of woodland 
and 80 hectares of wildflower meadow. 
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Managing the impacts of HS1 
Experience of building and operating the 
HS1 line indicates the degree to which local 
and environmental impacts can be 
successfully managed. Considerable effort 
went into the early planning and evaluation 
of the impacts of the route of HS1, allowing 
measures to be taken to protect many 
sensitive features. 

For instance, significant opportunities were 
identified to avoid adverse impacts on 
landscape and biodiversity through careful 
design, tree planting and the creation of new 
habitats away from the line of route. 
Ecological mitigation on HS1 included the 
creation of some 230 hectares of woodland, 
25 hectares of new woodland or trans-
located ancient woodland soils, 370 
hectares of grassland, 80 hectares of 
wildflower meadow, 40km of hedges, seven 
ponds and two wetlands. Strict controls 
were also imposed so that 200 hectares of 
high-grade agricultural land was restored to 
its previous quality. 

If you would like more detail on 
this topic 

Please visit our website – 
http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/ – where you will 
see the “High Speed Rail: Investing in Britain’s 
Future – Consultation” and all the 
documentation published alongside it, as well 
as detailed maps of the proposed route 
between London and the West Midlands and 
images and visualisations. 
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